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Excessive Interpretation of Quranic Texts: The

Kharijites as a Case Study
Ahmed Imam Abdulaziz Obeid
Assistant Professor, Department of Tafseer and
Quranic Sciences, Faculty of Usul Eldin and Islamic
Da'wa, Tanta.
Email : ahmedobeid.yv@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

This research aims to explore the interpretation of
Quranic texts by a faction of Islamic groups known
historically and contemporarily as the Kharijites. The
Kharijites have exhibited an extreme understanding of
Quranic texts, clinging rigidly to the literal aspects of the
verses, believing their interpretation to be the only correct
one, and considering others as deviant. The researcher
adopts an inductive and analytical-critical methodology,
defining key terms such as extremism and Kharijites. The
study delves into the significance of Quranic texts, the
diverse approaches to interpreting them, and the extraction
of meanings. The first section examines the characteristics
of the Kharijites, tracing the origins of the sect,
highlighting prominent figures, and outlining their core
beliefs. The second section discusses the threat posed by
the Kharijites to the Islamic community. The third section
explores the Kharijites' understanding of Quranic texts,
emphasizing their misconceptions. The fourth section
addresses strategies to counter the Kharijite ideology. In
conclusion, the researcher discusses the findings and
provides recommendations. Key research outcomes
include the recognition of the significant danger the
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Kharijites pose to the Islamic community, surpassing that
of non-Muslim adversaries due to their insider status and
linguistic familiarity. The Kharijites engage in visible acts
of devotion, such as Quranic recitation and worship,
making them a potential source of discord for those
unaware of their true nature. Moreover, the Kharijites
exhibit a flawed understanding of Quranic verses,
manipulating them to validate their corrupt beliefs,
fixating on surface-level interpretations without grasping
the true meaning and contemplation of the Quranic verses.

Keywords: Extremism — Quranic Text Interpretation —
Kharijites.
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