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The call to poverty — a critical study in the light of the
intellectual heritage of Sheikh Muhammad Al-Ghazali.
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The call to poverty — a critical study in the light of the
intellectual heritage of Sheikh Muhammad Al-Ghazali.
Ramadan Hamida Muhammad Abu Ali.

Department of Da'wah and Islamic Culture, Faculty of
Fundamentals of Religion and Islamic Da'wah in
Tanta, Al-Azhar University, Arab Republic of Egypt.
Email: ramadanaboali.85@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

This research aims to reveal the types of
preachers to poverty, their goals and means, the effects
of their call and ways to confront them in the light of
the intellectual heritage of Sheikh Muhammad Al-
Ghazali. In it, | followed the inductive and analytical
approach, in order to form a complete vision on the
subject and to demonstrate a sound understanding of
it. Therefore, | tried to answer a number of questions,
such as: Who advocates poverty? What are the
reasons for their invitation? What is its impact on the
lives of Muslims? How do we face it?

Those who wish to occupy Islamic countries
and the extravagant preachers who vilify the world
and who seek to please people with the status quo have
been keen to call for poverty among Muslims, which
led to the collapse of the moral aspect and the
empowerment of social injustice, civilizational
backwardness, and the inability to support the Islamic
religion. These preachers resorted to the wrong
interpretation of some of the legal evidence, in order to
spread this reprehensible call.

Sheikh Muhammad Al-Ghazali, may God have
mercy on him, revealed the justifications that
prompted them to do so, and he refuted them and
made clear the truth about them, based on legal texts,
mental evidence and real experiences.
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He explained that wealth is better than
poverty, and that the Messenger was rich, and that
Islam calls for enjoying the adornment of the worldly
life and celebrates it as a means to achieve lofty
principles and great goals, but it refuses that the world
becomes the supreme goal and the greatest goal. And
that asceticism in this world does not mean escaping
from it, rather it means possessing it and being able to
control it, provided that the heart avoids loving it or
being preoccupied with it. And that blameworthy
poverty is the result of laziness and reluctance to gain
lawful earnings. As for praiseworthy poverty, it is the
result of fate if its owner is satisfied with it after
making sufficient effort, or arising due to abstaining
from unlawful money, or the accident due to the
sacrifice of money for the sake of lofty ideals and
principles.

The research concluded with a number of
results, including: rejecting the call to poverty,
exonerating the Prophet from it, emphasizing Islam’s
love for wealth, and benefiting from money in the field
of civilizational advancement.

The research called for the generalization of
the advocacy discourse that calls for the possession of
halal money, its good management and investment,
and a warning against laziness that brings poverty and
leads to evil. He also called for adopting the causes of
civilizational advancement and keenness on attaining
worldly perfection in order to achieve benefits in this
world and happiness in the hereafter.

Keywords: Calling to poverty — facing deviation —
money and asceticism - wealth and poverty -
intellectual heritage — Sheikh Muhammad Al-Ghazali.
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