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The position of Ash’ari historians on the hadith of
Muslims’ separation, “Exposition and analysis”
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The position of Ash’ari historians on the hadith of

Muslims’ separation, “Exposition and analysis”
Mohamed Abdul Aziz Mashaal, Fathi Mohamed Al Zoghbi
Department of Theology and Philosophy, Faculty of Theology,
Al-Azhar University, Tanta, Egypt.

Email: mashaal.88@gmail.com
Abstract:

This research presents the position of Ash’ari
historians regarding the hadith of Muslims' separation using the
analytical method. Some of Ash’ari accepted the hadith
because its authenticity was proven to them, and some of them
rejected the hadith because its authenticity was not proven to
them, and among them were those who accepted the beginning
of hadith and rejected what was mentioned at the end of it
because its end was not proven to be true to them, and this is
what we preferred, and some of them accepted the hadith by
directing the intended meaning away from the apparent text.
The research also talked about the position of the Ash’ari
historians Al-Baghdadi, Al-Asfraini, and Al-Shahristani
regarding the hadith, and showed their acceptance of the hadith
of the separation of Muslims and what they differ in from
others. The most important results of this research, which are
summarized in the following: Most Ash’ari historians accepted
the hadith of Muslims' separation and divided the sects
according to the number mentioned in it for the benefit of its
enumeration. Their acceptance of the hadith of the Muslims
separation did not come in the context of the fanaticism of the
sector of excommunicating others and condemning them to
lack of faith as some have, but their goal was to try to narrow
the difference and collect them in order to achieve what was
mentioned in the hadith, and to suggest not accepting what was
mentioned in the hadith of the separation of Muslims from
additions and weighting what is meant by the number
mentioned in the hadith is not a limitation but rather a
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multiplicity, and the tolerance of the Ash’ari school with their
opponents and their unbelief for other Muslims. This vision
was founded by their Imam Al-Ash’ari, who is the author of
the Ash’ari school of thought.

Keywords: Ash'ari - Muslims separating - unbelief - Al-
Baghdadi - Al-Asfraini, Al-Shahristani.
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