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Mentioning the Specific After the General in the
Qur'an: An Analytical Inductive Study

Ahmed Imam Abdel Aziz Obaid

Department of Tafsir and Qur'anic Sciences, Faculty
of Islamic Theology and Da’wah, Tanta, Al-Azhar
University, Arab Republic of Egypt

Email: ahmedobeid.27@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

This study aims to apply one of the rhetorical topics to
the Qur'an, namely the concept of mentioning the specific
after the general. The researcher employed the inductive
and analytical methods.

The research addresses the definition of Itnab
(elaboration) linguistically and technically, the distinction
between it and ljaz (brevity) and Musawah (equality), and
the forms of Itnab. It also examines the definition and
purpose of mentioning the specific after the general.
Subsequently, it presents examples of this rhetorical device
in the Qur'an, divided into four sections, and discusses the
differences among exegetes on some examples—whether
they indeed fall under this category or not. The study
concludes with the main findings and recommendations.

The study reached several conclusions, including:

The concept of mentioning the specific after the general
holds great importance.

The Qur'an utilizes this rhetorical style, and studying it
reveals an aspect of the Qur'an's miraculous eloquence.

Renowned scholars of rhetoric and exegesis have given
considerable attention to this stylistic device, documenting
it in their works and elucidating its subtleties.

The rhetorical secrets of this device revolve around
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emphasizing the specific, highlighting its honor, virtue, and
status as though it belongs to a distinct category.
Additionally, there are other nuances related to the context
of the verse(s), which this study attempts to shed light on
within its modest scope.

The study recommends that researchers focus on such
rhetorical topics that underscore the miraculous aspects of
the Qur'an and that this particular subject be approached
comprehensively through an applied study encompassing
all its instances in the Qur'an.

Keywords: Elaboration (Ithab) - Specific - General -
Mentioning the Specific After the General
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