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Abstract: 

This research analyzes the problem of evil within both 

atheistic and Islamic thought.  It aims to explore the 

dimensions of the problem in atheism, demonstrating the 

flawed connection atheists make between the denial of 

God and the existence of evil.  The study argues that the 

denial of God and the existence of evil are separate issues, 

and that psychological factors play a significant role.  It 

also shows that Islamic thought offers several rational and 

logical solutions. 

The study employs analytical, descriptive, comparative, 

and critical methodologies.  Key findings include: the 

problem of evil is an enduring issue humanity has 

grappled with throughout history; it originated within 

Christian thought and represents a product of Western, 

Christian intellect; the atheistic arguments are merely 

hypothetical and based on logical fallacies; the existence 

of God doesn't depend on the existence of good and evil, 

but rather on the creation of the universe from nothing; the 

order and system within the universe point to a creator, 

making a coincidental existence impossible. 

The research cites psychological perspectives 

suggesting that atheism stems from severe childhood 
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 trauma, leading individuals to blame God for the cruelty 

inflicted by parents.  Conversely, Islamic scholars have 

offered various solutions: the Mu'tazilites attribute evil to 

human actions; the Ash'arites believe God created evil but 

didn't commit it; the Maturidites see evil as proof of God's 

existence (contrasting with atheistic views); Ibn Rushd 

viewed evil as circumstantial and intertwined with good; 

Ibn Arabi identified God as the source of good, and evil as 

circumstantial; Imam Muhammad Abduh attributed evil to 

human choices.  The researcher concludes that without 

evil, good wouldn't exist—a necessary duality for cosmic 

balance.  The existence of both allows us to appreciate 

beauty and teaches patience, viewing life as a temporary 

passage to eternal paradise. 

Keywords: Problem, Evil, Good, Thought, Atheism 
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