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Abstract: 

This study examines the use of the argument from 

probability by the Ashʿarites and Pascal, investigating 

whether their respective uses share common objectives 

and methods. It also evaluates whether this argument can 

establish doctrinal certainty, its validity in matters of faith, 

the critiques it has faced from religious and philosophical 

perspectives, and its origins in Ashʿarite and Pascal’s 

thought. Furthermore, the study explores whether this 

argument reflects the originality of Islamic intellectual 

contributions. 

The research is structured into an introduction, a 

preliminary chapter, four main sections, and a conclusion. 

The introduction outlines the research problem, its 

significance, and objectives. The preliminary chapter 

introduces Pascal and his contributions. The first section 

defines the argument from probability. The second section 

examines Pascal’s application of the argument. The third 

section explores its use among the Ashʿarites. The fourth 

section critiques the argument in both Pascal’s philosophy 

and Ashʿarite theology. The conclusion summarizes the 

key findings and provides recommendations. 

Methodology: This study adopts a comparative approach. 
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 Findings: The argument from probability remains within 

the realm of speculation, offering only a high degree of 

probability rather than certainty. As such, it cannot serve 

as a definitive proof in doctrinal matters, which require 

absolute certainty. However, it can be employed in 

theological disputes with skeptics as a preliminary step to 

shift them from denial or doubt to probable certainty. This 

initial level of certainty may eventually lead to faith 

grounded in firm conviction. Critiques of Pascal’s use of 

the argument do not necessarily apply to Ashʿarite 

scholars like al-Ghazālī and al-Rāzī as their motivations, 

objectives, and contexts differ significantly. These 

differences may render the two uses of the argument 

fundamentally distinct. Pascal employed the argument 

primarily to defend his faith and establish core beliefs. By 

contrast, the Ashʿarites utilized it as a polemical tool in 

theological debates rather than as a foundational proof for 

doctrinal assertions. Pascal’s use of the argument appears 

to have been influenced by Islamic theologians, 

particularly al-Ghazālī, as studies suggest he was familiar 

with their works. The argument also has roots in the 

Qur'an, where similar reasoning is employed in debates 

with skeptics. 

Recommendations: Further research is recommended to 

explore the influence of later Ashʿarites, particularly al-

Ghazālī and al-Rāzī, on contemporary Western theological 

thought. 

Keywords: Probability, Pascal’s Wager, Ashʿarites, 

Cautious, al-Ghazālī, al-Rāzī. 
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 ِّ تم تخ تح تج  به بم ّٰٱ

 

 ني  نى نمنن نز نر مامم لي لى ّٰٱ

 ِّ يز ير ىٰ
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 لم كم كل شه شم سه سم  ثه ثم ته تم به بم ئه ئم يه يم يخ ّٰٱ
 ِّ  ـَّ يه يم نه نم
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 ِّ ِّ ُّ َّ ٍّ ٌّ ىٰ رٰ ذٰ ّٰٱ

 ضج  صم صحصخ سم سخ سح سج خم خج حم حج  جم  ّٰٱ
 ِّ عم عج ظم طح ضم ضخ ضح
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 مم ّٰٱ
 يخ يح يج  هىهي هم هج ني نى نم نخ نح نج مي  مى
 ِّ َّ ٍّ ٌّ  ىٰ ذٰرٰ يي يى يم
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 ِّ طح  ضم ضخ ضح ّٰٱ
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 ِّ ضخضم ضح ضج  صم صخ صح ّٰٱ

 ِّ طح  ضم ضخ ضح ّٰٱ
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صلى الله عليه وسلم

صلى الله عليه وسلم
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 بر ئي ئى  ئن ئم ئز ئر ّٰ ّٰٱ
 ثم ثز تيثر تى تن تم تز تر  بي بى بن بم بز
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ِّ كىكي  كم كل كا قي قى في ثيفى ثى  ثن 

 بن بم بز بر ئي ئى ئن ئم ّٰٱ

ِّ بى

 يم يز ير ىٰ ني  نى  ّٰٱ
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  تم تخ تح تج به بم بخ بح ئهبج ئم ئخ ئح  ئج يي يى ين 
 صخ صح سم سخ  سح سج خم خج حم حج جم جح ثم ته
 قح فم فخ فح غمفج غج عم عج ظم  طح ضم ضخ ضح ضج صم
 نح نج مم مخ مح  مج له لم لخ لح لج كم كل كخ كح  كج قم
ِّ  يم يخ يح يج هٰ هم هج نه نخنم
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