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The Argument from Probability in Doctrinal Issues
between the Ash'arites and Pascal: A Comparative
Study

Mohamed Abdul Aziz Mashaal.

Department of Theology and Philosophy, Faculty of
Asul Al-Deen, Tanta, Al-Azhar University, Egypt.
E-mail: mohamedmashaal.27@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

This study examines the use of the argument from
probability by the Ash‘arites and Pascal, investigating
whether their respective uses share common objectives
and methods. It also evaluates whether this argument can
establish doctrinal certainty, its validity in matters of faith,
the critiques it has faced from religious and philosophical
perspectives, and its origins in Ash‘arite and Pascal’s
thought. Furthermore, the study explores whether this
argument reflects the originality of Islamic intellectual
contributions.

The research is structured into an introduction, a
preliminary chapter, four main sections, and a conclusion.
The introduction outlines the research problem, its
significance, and objectives. The preliminary chapter
introduces Pascal and his contributions. The first section
defines the argument from probability. The second section
examines Pascal’s application of the argument. The third
section explores its use among the Ash‘arites. The fourth
section critiques the argument in both Pascal’s philosophy
and Ash‘arite theology. The conclusion summarizes the
key findings and provides recommendations.

Methodology: This study adopts a comparative approach.
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Findings: The argument from probability remains within
the realm of speculation, offering only a high degree of
probability rather than certainty. As such, it cannot serve
as a definitive proof in doctrinal matters, which require
absolute certainty. However, it can be employed in
theological disputes with skeptics as a preliminary step to
shift them from denial or doubt to probable certainty. This
initial level of certainty may eventually lead to faith
grounded in firm conviction. Critiques of Pascal’s use of
the argument do not necessarily apply to Ash‘arite
scholars like al-Ghazali and al-Razi as their motivations,
objectives, and contexts differ significantly. These
differences may render the two uses of the argument
fundamentally distinct. Pascal employed the argument
primarily to defend his faith and establish core beliefs. By
contrast, the Ash'arites utilized it as a polemical tool in
theological debates rather than as a foundational proof for
doctrinal assertions. Pascal’s use of the argument appears
to have been influenced by Islamic theologians,
particularly al-Ghazali, as studies suggest he was familiar
with their works. The argument also has roots in the
Qur'an, where similar reasoning is employed in debates
with skeptics.

Recommendations: Further research is recommended to
explore the influence of later Ash‘arites, particularly al-
Ghazalt and al-Razi, on contemporary Western theological
thought.

Keywords: Probability, Pascal’s Wager, Ash‘arites,
Cautious, al-Ghazali, al-Razi.
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- 'abakir al'afkar fi 'usul aldiyn, aleamidii, tahgiqu: du.
‘ahmad muhamad almahdi, matbaeat dar alkutub

walwathayiq alwataniati, algahirati, altabeat
althaaniatu, 1424h - 2004m.
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- aliaihtimal kastidlal mantigay, maysat eabduh ealay,
majalat albahth aleilmii fi aladabi, aleadad aleishruna,
aljuz' aleashir, 2019m.
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— al'iihkam fi 'usul al'ahkami, alamdi, tahqiqu: eabd

alraaziq eafifi, almaktab al'iislamia, bayrut - dimashqga,
altabeat althaaniatu, 1402h.
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- 'lihya' eulum aldiyni, alghazaliu, dar almaerifat -
bayrut - lubnan, 1402h-1982m.
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- al'lirshad ‘'iilaa qawatie al'adilat fi 'usul aliaietigadi,
aljuayni, tahgiqu: d muhamad yusif musaa, eali eabd
almuneim eabd alhamidi, maktabat alkhaniji -
algahirat 1369h - 1950m.
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2YAAT=Y €0 (LY dn el (3 Al
- 'asas altaqdisi, alraazi, tahgiqu: d 'ahmad hijazi alsagaa,

maktabat alkuliyaat alazhriati, algahirati, altabeat
al'uwlaa, 1406h-1986m.
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- alaistigra’ walmantiq aldhaati, muasasat aliaintishar
alearabii, bayrut, 2005 mi.
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- al'linsaf fima yajib aietigaduh wala yajuz aljahl bihi,
albaglani, tahgiqu: muhamad zahid alkutharti,

almaktabat al'azhariat liltarathi, algahirati, altabeat
althaaniatu, 1421h-2000m.
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- baskal: hayatahu, falsafatuhu, muntakhabati", ‘andirih
Krisun, tarjamata: nihad rida, manshurat euidat, bayrut,
altabeat althaalithata, 1982m.
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- albadr altaalie bimahasin min baed algarn alsaabiel,
alshuwkani, dar almaerifati, bayrut.
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— albirhan, aljuayni, tahgiqu: eabd aleazim aldiyb, dar
alwafa'i, altabeat alraabieati, 1418hi.
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- bliz baskal wafalsafat al'iinsani, rawit eabd almuneim
eabaasi, dar alnahdat alearabiati, birut, 1996m.
et Aol i) st ) 8K (ST g g1 ALkl &b -

- tarikh alfalsafat alhadithati, yusif karama, maktabat
aldirasat alfalsafiati, altabeat alkhamisati.
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- tarikh alfalsafat algharbiati, birtrand rasili, tarjamata:
muhamad fathi alshiniti, alhayyat almisriat aleamat
lilkitabi, 1977m.
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- - tarikh alfalsafati, fridrik kublistun, almarkaz
algawmiu liltarjamati, algahirati, altabeat al'uwlaa,
2013m.
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